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SUBJECT: LOCAL PRESS DEPICTING ATMOSPHERE OF U.S.- VENEZUELAN 
CONFRONTATION 

1. CARACAS PRESS FEBRUARY 20 REPORTS MINISTER OF MINES AND HYDRO- 
CARBONS PEREZ LA SALVIA AS WARNING THAT AT THE MEXICO CITY MFM THE 
U.S. MAY ATTEMPT TO DEPICT VENEZUELA AS THE EXPLOITER OF ITS ENERGY- 
SHORT LATIN NEIGHBORS AND AS EXPRESSING SURPRISE OVER WHAT HE TERMED 
AS SECRETARY KISSINGER'S STANCE AS 'DEFENDER OF THE POOR COUNTRIES 

OF THE WORLD." TODAY'S CARACAS PRESS ALSO CARRIES WIRE SERVICE 
REPORTS FROM MEXICO CITY QUOTING FOREIGN MINISTER CALVANI AS HAVING 
STATED THERE THAT VENEZUELA'S REACTION TO ECONOMIC THREATS FROM THE 
U.S. MIGHT BE TO NATIONALIZE VENEZUELA'S OIL "TO MAKE THOSE THREATS 
LESS THREATENING," AND THAT THE VENEZUELAN CONGRESS WOULD CONSIDER 
A LAW TO NATIONALIZE IMMEDIATELY INSTEAD OF WAITING UNTIL 1983. (ON 
FEBRUARY 19 THE COPEI PARTY DELIVERED AN OIL NATIONALIZATION BILL 
TO PRESIDENT CALDERA. AS REPORTED SEPTEL.) 

2. THESE UNHELPFUL STATEMENTS BY LEADING GOV OFFICIALS JUST AS THE 
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CARACAS PRESS FEBRUARY 20 GIVES HEAVY PLAY TO REPORTS THAT REPRE- 
SENTATIVE BILL GUNTER HAS URGED SUSPENSION BY THE U.S. OF VENEZUELA'S 
SUGAR QUOTA IN RETALIATION AGAINST THE GOV'S PETROLEUM POLICY. 

3. COMMENT: CALVANI AND PEREZ LA SALVIA ARE UNDER GREAT PRESSURE 
FROM THE OUTGOING COPEI PARTY TO MAKE NATIONALISTIC PUBLIC UTTERANCES 
TO FURTHER COPEI'S DOMESTIC POLITICAL AIMS, AND THEIR ROLE HAS BEEN 
MADE MUCH EASIER BY RECENT EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION ON VENEZUELA'S 
OIL POLICIES BY U.S. CONGRESSMEN. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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